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WATER COMPANY REQUIRED TO SUPPLY PURE WATER. 

A WATER COMPANY RESTRAINED BY THE COURTS FROM COLLECTING WATER RATES 
FOR A PERIOD DURING WHICH THE WATER WAS LNWHOLES ME. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has decided that under the laws 
of Pennsylvania users of water can not be required to pay for water 
furnished for domestic use which is impure and unwholesome. The 
court quoted the following from a former opinion: 

It is inequitable that a corporation chartered to serve a "public use" and actually 
undertaking to serve the public with one of the necessities of life should be allowed 
to collect the price of a supply of good water from those to whom it delivers an article 
that can not be used. * * * The remedy is to order the company to render better 
service, and to suspend its rights to collect rents until water is furnished that can be 
used with reasonable safety to its customers. 

The opinion appears in this issue of the Public Health Reports, 

page 859. 

DIET AND PELLAGRA. 

RABBITS AND HARES AS A POSSIBLE DIETARY FACT03 IN COMBATING THE DISEAS3. 

By C. W. Stiles, Professor of Zoology, United States Public Health Service. 

Whatever academic questions remain to be solved in respect to the 
causation of pellagra, the practical point is established that diet is a 
dominating factor in its cause, cure, and prevention. 

From a practical point of view the great question now to be solved 
is: How can the diet in pellagra districts be improved most rapidly 
so as to contain sufficient meat, milk, eggs, peas, and beans % 

Having spent a number of years among the white families in which 
pellagra is especially liable to develop, and therefore being fairly 
familiar with the general conditions involved, the writer has been 
considering the difficulties and possibilities in the premises and has 
a suggestion to make which may be of practical value in reference to 
an increased meat supply. Only actual trial, however, will deter- 
mine whether this suggestion is more theoretical than practical. 

It is an easy matter to say that the meat and milk diet of these 
people should be increased, but it is a more difficult matter to say 
how this may be done. 
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The factor of expense for breeding stock, the question of slaughter- 
ing, the necessity for ice or cold storage, and certain other factors 
render an increase in the amount of beef, veal, mutton, lamb, goat, 
and kid difficult, if not impossible. These same factors, in addition 
to prejudice, apply to horse meat. 

Babbits and hares, however, remain for special consideration, and 
these present the following advantages: 

(1) These animals are already a recognized meat food in the United 
States. 

(2) The original expense for breeding stock need not be great. 

(3) They require relatively little space and can be penned and raised 
in the back yard. 

(4) They are not very selective in their food, which is vegetable, 
and could be fed on collards or other growing or easily raised local 
plants. 

(5) They are so gentle that the children can attend to them with- 
out difficulty, even to the extent of the necessary moving of the pen, 
from time to time, to fresh soil. 

(6) They have a short gestation and are multiple breeders. 

(7) They grow rather rapidly and are ready to serve as food at a 
relatively young age. 

(8) They can be killed and dressed at home; hence butcher expense 
is saved. 

(9) Their offal is small in amount and can be easily disposed of by 
burning, burial, or feeding to chickens. 

(10) They can be killed in the morning and cooked and eaten by 
night, so that the questions of ice and of cold storage are eliminated. 

The value of rabbits and hares as a meat diet in the United States, 
especially in view of the present high prices of beef, mutton, goat, 
and pork, is deserving of more serious attention than it is receiving 
and, theoretically at least, it is especially deserving of consideration 
in any locality where, as in a pellagra district, it is particularly desira- 
ble to increase the meat diet. 

The temptation to market rabbits is not an argument against the 
suggestion. This temptation exists in connection with all articles 
raised at home, and, even granting that boys were to market all the 
rabbits they could raise, this would improve the family economics 
and thus permit the purchase of a more varied diet. 

The raising of rabbits for skins is a very complicated economic 
problem, especially for this country, and it would scarcely be wise for 
people to expect much financial return from this source. 

The United States Department of Agriculture has issued two pub- 
lications ' on rabbits and hares. These bulletins are distributed free 
to persons applying for them. 

> Farmers' bulletin 496, Raising Belgian hares and other rabbits. Farmers' bulletin 702, Cottontail 
rabbits in relation to trees and farm crops. 



